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Brief for Learners:

Activity 1: Population Changes
Use the population table to complete the following tasks. 
1.	 Plot the overall population in each year as a line graph or bar 

chart.  
How has the population changed over time? Why do you think 
there has been a change over time? What might have impacted 
on this change?

2.	 Represent the jobs in 1911 and 2011 as pie charts. How have 
jobs changed? 

3.	 The 1841 census didn’t ask who spoke Welsh. Do you think the 
percentage of Welsh speakers would have been higher or lower 
in 1841? Give reasons for your choice.

Activity 2: Census Comparison 1841, 1891 and  
Present Day 
1.	 Create your own census for your family today using the template. 
2.	 Use the census records for a household in 1841, 1891 and your 

own family census to complete the table. Compare the census 
data from the three years. What differences can you find and 
can you suggest reasons for these?

Looking at Population Changes
Teachers’ Guidance Notes 

 

Starter Activity Ideas:

•	 Discuss what a census is, what 
information it records and why.

•	 Discuss the recent census in which 
the learners’ own households were 
recorded for the future. 

Learning Objectives

•	 To explore population and census data for Froncysyllte 
•	 To find out how the population has changed over time 
•	 To develop skills including investigation, data gathering 

and analysis skills

Further Activity Ideas:

•	 Record a census of your class, 
year group or even your school. 
What will you record? What 
information might people in the future 
want to know about your school?

•	 Research the role of women over the last 
few hundred years. How this has changed? 
Can you find any evidence of when things 
started to change? 

Resources

•	 Population Change Table
•	 1841 and 1891 Census documents
•	 Census Recording Sheet
•	 Census Comparison Table 

Activity Instructions

Learners will explore population and census data for Froncysyllte in three different time periods. They will use the 
information gathered to create graphs, compile data and analyse the results. This will enable them to discover 
how the population of Froncysyllte has changed over time. 

Census notes
The census is a survey that takes place on a single day every 10 years in the UK. It gives the best estimate of 
all the people and households, helping to build a picture of society in that year. It asks questions about 
who is staying in each household on the night of the census, their ages, occupations, place of birth etc.

The first census was in 1801 but it was not until 1841 that every individual in each household was listed. Subsequent 
censuses became more detailed. Information was collected by enumerators, who completed the forms for any illiterate 
residents. Nowadays householders complete the census themselves and often submit the results online. The most recent 
census was taken in March, 2021.

NB Copies of the original census pages are included here but some children may find them hard to decipher so an 
annotated transcript has also been provided.
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Population Change Table 

1841 1891 2011
Overall population 426 912 1140 (covers a wider area)

Child 0-18 215 440 215

How many speak Welsh? Not recorded 75% 14%

Common jobs Labourers
Quarry worker
Miner
Tradesmen
Servants

Coalmining (145)
Brick and tile making (45)
Quarry worker (12)
General labourer (13)
Tradesmen (13) 

Manufacturing and construction (28)
Administration (19)
Education (17)
Health and social work (15)
Accommodation, food and arts (13)
Retail (12)
Scientific, technical, communication (9)
Other (15)
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Census Comparison Table 

1841 1891 Today
Number of people in the house

Number of women

Number of men

Number of children under 18

Oldest

Youngest

Number with jobs

Type of job



Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal World Heritage Site

Census Recording Sheet  

Address Names
Relation to 
head of the 

family

Age and sex Profession or 
employment Where born

Male Female

Date: 
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1841 Census extract from township 
of Froncysyllte 

Place
Inhabited

(house name not 
asked for)

Name 
of each person

who abode therein on the 
preceding night  

Age and sex Profession or 
employment
or of independent 

means

Where born
Male Female

Fron / Edward Jones 45 Labourer Denbighshire

Mary Jones 45 Denbighshire

John Jones 20 Collier Denbighshire

Thomas Jones 15 Collier Denbighshire

Elizabeth Jones 15 Denbighshire

Richard Jones 10 Denbighshire

Edward Jones 5 Denbighshire

William Jones 5 Denbighshire

Margaret Jones 2 Denbighshire

William Jones 2 Denbighshire
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1891 Census extract from Froncysyllte 

Road 
name or 

street

Number 
of rooms

Name and 
surname 
of each 
person

Relation 
to head of 
the family

Condition 
as to 

marriage

Age last birthday
Profession or 
occupation Where born Language  

SpokenMale Female

Trevor View 3 John 
Davies

Head M 46 Boatman Denbighshire  
Llangollen

Both

Sarah 
Davies

Wife M 44 Denbighshire  
Llangollen

Both

William 
Davies

Son S 21 Brickyard 
labourer

Denbighshire  
Llangollen

Both

Sarah 
Davies

Daughter S 17 Domestic 
Servant

Denbighshire  
Llangollen

Both 

John 
Davies

Son S 15 Brickyard 
labourer

Denbighshire  
Llangollen

Both 

Joseph 
Davies

Son S 12 Boatman  
Assistant

Denbighshire  
Llangollen

Both

Sephora 
Davies

Daughter S 8 Scholar Denbighshire  
Llangollen

Welsh

Christmas 
Davies

Son S 5 Scholar Denbighshire  
Llangollen

Welsh

Mary 
Davies

Daughter S 3 Scholar Denbighshire  
Llangollen

Welsh
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